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EVENTS OF THE YEAR I

3
' THE CITIZENS’
ASSOCIATIONS

Frominent amorg discussions of citi-
associations in the District during
year wias the subject of the prn-
wiged chanege of government for the Dis-
‘et of Columbia.

i right of suffrage in Washington
hi= been talked of from every view-
roeint.  While ‘mprovements, street rail-
road  questions,  jails, sewers and the
mivriad subjects of Interest to cltizens
k.ve been investlgated by committees
gl indiv duals and entire assoclations,

1t one big thing which looms large on
the horizon ls the strenuous discussion
for and.against a change of government.

Tow:ard the end of the year meetings
V. O
t.ons to o on record as approving or
disapproving the proposition to have a
tingle-headed government and the right
to vote in the District.

October 22 a joint meeting was held.
Nearly every association was represented
v committee. The discussion was heat-
ed. It was decided that all associations
«hould keep in touch with one or other
on this wital subject.

<> o5
| PATRIOTIC |
& <

A leaven of patriotism was . malintaired
in the busy material affalre of life
throughout the year by the activities of
soldier and sailor societies and kindred
organizations. Love of country and its
lag formed the theme of many meetings
during 1908, and the soldier and sailor
dead were honored.

Early last year the home of Francis
Scott Key wasg dedlcated, the services
taking place February 23. The officers
ot the Department of the Potomac, G.
A. R., were installed jointly with those
of the Woman's Relief Corps, February
20, The new arrangements of the stars
on Old Glory, because of the admisslon
to statehood of Oklahoma, went into ef-
iect March 11. Thomas Jefferson was
culogized by Mr. Bryce, British ambassa-
dor. April 13. Patriotic bodies met and
protested agalnst the desecration of the
American flag, April 27. Impressive cere-
monies marked the disinterment of the
remains of George Clinton, first gov-
ermor of New York, at Congressional
cemetery and their transportation to New

York state, May 27. “‘American Unity”
wns discussed by William Jennings
Bryan.  Memorial exercises for the dead

ol the war with Spain were held May 1I8.

Memorial day, May 30, was celebrated
by the G. A. R., United Spanish War
Veterans and other organizations at

Arlington and the local cemeteries. Citi-
zens made plans for a gorgeous display
of fireworks the Fourth of July.

Patriotic addresses were delivered
the public schools of Washington Flag
dav. June 12, the speakers being citizens
of the District. On the same day a large
flag was hoisted over the old Francis
Scott Key house in Georgetown. The
survivors of the D, C. regiments in the
civil war held memorial services, June 22.
Spanish war veterans celebrated the
tenth anniversary of the fight at Las
Guasimas, Cuba, June 26. The Fourth
of July was celebrated with much en-
thusiasm throughout the District. The
zarrisons of the Army and Navy Union
‘1 the District protested against expul-
sion of the members ofgghe Marine Corps
irom a theater, SeptemDer 11. Dr. Wiley
addressed the Sons of the American Rev-
olution on “Patriotism,” November 18.
Notable improvements were made to the
Soldiers and Sailors’ Temporary Home by
patriotic societles of women during the
year.

KX

| CHARITIES
!
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During the year 1908 the local charitable
organizations reported progress along the
lines of their endeavors. The usual sum-
mer outings of the Associated Charities to
several of the nearby resorts and those
of a number of fraternal organizations
were given and all proved succ. ssful.

Tharles F. Weiler, general secretary of
ihe Associated Charlties for seven years,
resigned to enter the service of the beard
of charities in Plttsburg, Pa. George E.
Hamijton was appointed a member of the
board of charities by Fres.dent Roosevelt,
June 18, The *Four Hundred Club’ was
organized and raised $4.000 deficit in ..e
funds of the Associaled Cnaritles, The
Gospel Armiy openied a home at 218 Jonn
Marshall place northwest for girls July
13.

The Red Cross Society August 3 gave
522,000 toward the Chinese famine fund.
The Southeast Settiement House at 324
Virginia avenue southezst was formally
dedicated November 9. Th: District of
Columbia Red Cross Society sold Christ-
mas Red, Cross stamps, for which a
goodly s
vention of tuberculosis fund.
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cailed by every one of the associa- |

| some excitement, followed, July 11.

| j THE PUBLIC LIBRARY

A
in

, this e¢lty, wae caught In

cers of the American Federation .of
Labeor: the . jail sentences  pronounceds
upon Samuel Gompers, Johnp Mitchell and
Frank Mporrison by Judge Wright:
open-shop contest and tlie formation of a
“mixed union” of employers and em-
ployes, -

The matter of suffrage in the Distriet
of Columbia was given consideration by
the Central Labor U'nion, and the decision
reached that the vo.ing rigat should be
regtored to the people of the District.

Not much progress was made during the
s year with the project to erect a temple
| of labor in Washington. Organrized labor
in the Disiriet fouglit the proposed ap-
pointment of Mr. Rossiter as  public
printer because it was alleged he is not
a practical printer.

Some excitement in labor cireles was
caused by the furloughing of 250 work-
men in the navy yard April 1. The Em-
| ployvers’ Association published Its open-
shop wage scale. Justice Gould enjoined

! bricklayers from interfering witn open- | 0
i takt

| reorganiz

shop workers, Mav N

Frank A. Kidd was elected president of
' Columbia Typographical Union May ZL
| The decision was reached that the em-
| ployers’ liability act is enforceable in the
District of Columbia.
Union lonored its
Nedrey June 22. The Central
Union re-elected its old officers Julv 6.
Terminal machinist strikers established
a camp near the railroad roadhouses and
The
butehers in the District entered upon a
strike August 13. The managers ol the
local packing houses declared open shop
| to butchers, August 15. Some of the
bookbinders in the government printing
office attempted to form an independent
union. Labor day was fittingly cele-
brated. The Marine Band was exempted
from the provisions of the law against
navy bands entering into competition with
union musiclans. The labor unions en-
tered a protest against the decision of the
Attorney General.
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past year advanced materially In spite ot
limited appropriations. The volumes in
the library now number more than 107,000,

These figures show a declded
over those of last year. Perhaps the
most striking feature in the development

arts department.

of persons seeking knowledge on indus-
trial questions.

That the library ig not a *“fiction library”’
is shown by the steady falling off in the
applications for works of romance, the
large majority of the library’'s circulation

works, read by jthose who read for pur-
pose rather than pleasure.

matter
useful to the people of Washington on
account of the number of interesting and
instructive lectures that have been glven
in its halls from time to time.

i :
ALONG THE
RIVER FRONT

J —g

During the year just closed the channels
of the Potomac river in the vicinity of
this city were dredged to a depth of twen-
ty-two feet. The material taken f{rom
the river bottom was used in raising the
grede of Potomac Park and in reclaim-
ing & new area of the Eastern branch
flats. It is now possible for vessels
drawing twenty-two feet of water to
reach the piers at Georgetown on almost
any tide, and deep water is also in the
Eastern branch to the navy yard. The
dredging work was started in the early
spring and completed in about four
months. The tidal basin was also deep-
ened to a depth of seven feet over the
greater part of {ts area.

Two accidents, involving loss of life,
occurred on the Potomac in 1908 May 4
while the steamer Trenton was lving at
Alexandria loading freight for a trip down
the river she suddenly filled and sank
alongside the wharf in eighteen feet of
water. All the passengers were rescuerl
except the infant child of Maury Posey
of Brooklyn, N. Y. The Trenton was

boat inspectors.

November 3 the steamer Washington on
the way to this city from Norfolk and
the ferry steamer Lackawanna were In
collislon between this city and Alexan-
dria. The ferrvboat was badly wrecked,
the greatar portion of one =ide being
cut off by the bow of the Washington.
Samuel Bilenken, a clothing salesman of

crushed and killed, and two women and
a child were injured. The accident ov-
curred In a thick fogz and the coroner's

was ralsed toward the pre- | jury held no one responsible.

They were
the first lives of passcngers lost in ac-

Mr. and Mrs, Charles F. Weller were | cidents to steamboats on the Potomac

tendered a reception at the Y. M. C,

an attendance of over 2.000 persons,

A | in many vears.
Luilding November 21, at which there was | b dn.

The recommendation to Congress by

the '

rellipse of the
|
|

| Wwis

The Central Labor
;o_-,\m'ri.uvs: with regular troops.

Labor |
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The home circulation amounts to 525,000,
increase |

of the library during 1908 is the useful |
Although Washington |
is not considered an industrial city, this
department was used by a large number |

M ——

Keeping pace with the rapld growth of , important

the city, the Public Library during the

team representing the guard competed
with a team of midshipmen at Aunapolis
May 9. The latest model army rifle
was issued to the brigade in April.

The entire command paraded on the
ellipse of the President’s Park. Monday.
May 11. the occasion being in the nature
of a forma! farewell to Maj. Lloyd M
Brett, 1st 1. 8 Cavalry, whose term of
service as adjutant general of the District
militia had expired. He was succeeded
by Maj. Samnel E. Smiiey, 7. 8.7\, as
adjutant general. )

Drills and parades were held on the

President’s Park June 24,
26 and 29, when campaizn badges were
presented to those entitled to same. The

Brigade Band and 1st Batterv., Fleld
Artillery, participated in the ceremonies
at the dedlcation of the new District
building, July 4.

The annual crulse of the Naval Hate
t2)Mion was aboard the 1. 8 8. YanKkee.
from July 17 to 2% Toward the end of
the vear the commander of the Naval
Battalion called for the resignations of
his officers. the intention being to
the hattalion.
The annual encamp ment
at Fort Washington,
Hunt, Va_,

of the brigade

M., and

practical instructions in the armory and
on the streeta commenced October 1 and
continuged until the Christmas holldays.

The National Guard participated in the
parade November 25 in connection with
the unveiling of the statue of Gen. Sheri-
dan.

- %
THE COURTS |

L

The placing of its injunctive ban on an
organization comprising a membership of
2,000,000 men: its judgment that Samuel
Gompers, John Mitchell and Frank Mor-
organization, vio-

%

rison, leaders of the -
latesd this injunction and its imposition ot |
jail sentences of six. nine and twelve |

months'  imprisonment, respectively, for
the alleged contempt, constitute the most
actions of the District Su-
preme Court during tlie year just closed.
Thesze decisions, coming at the beginning
of the vear when a tempordry injunction
laid against the American Federation of
Labor, its officers and allied bodies, was
made permanent, and within a week ot
the vear's demise when the contempt 1m-
prisonment was imposed, have kept the
Distriet: Supreme Court in the spotlight
of public interest throughout the year.
Probably no decision of a court in this
country has bheen more widely read ov
commented on at more length than these
two labor decisions, one by Justice Gould

! holding the boycott illegal and enjoining

|
for the year being represented by serious

In addition to the circulation of reading |
the library has been extremely |

| Water

]

raised, repaired and restored to service. |
Her officers were acquitted of responsi-

bility by the coroner’s jury and the steam- |y ¢ court te place on the pension roll

1

the wreckage. |

The | the Commissioners for a modern svstem |

Colored Socia. Setl cment also tendered | of docks is the first step in a plan for !

them a reception the fol.owing evening

northwest.

Rev., John Van Schaick, jr., pastor of
the Church of Qur Father, was tendered
the position of general secretary of wue
Associated Charities December 5. As vet

¢ has made no decision regarding wae

malter.
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Socially a satisfactory average

maintained the past year at the capital
White House hospitalityy has been in fre-
quent evidence. The usual state dinners
and receptions followed one another in reg-
ular sequence. The only event out of the
aordinary was the debut ball for Miss
Ethel Rooseveit, December 2x.

About nfty-five debutantes were pre-
sented in November and December.

The visit of the next President and Mrs.
Faft to the capital in eariy Dccember
wae made a continuous round of elegant
entertainments.

The international marriages were those
of Mise Helen Ffoulke and Mr. Emmanu |

lavepith, Belgian minister to Persia, and l

Miss Harriet Norris to Mr. H.
nard of the British embassy

Fhe rumored engagement of Miss Kath-
erine Elkins to the Duke of the Abruzzi
was the longest talked of gossip of the
year.

W, Ken-

The Congressional Club.
The Congressional Ciub was formed last
pring, and its home, the southeast cor-
ver of 15th and K streets, formally open-
«d by a reception in honor of the next
President and Mrs. Taft December 11.
Mrs. James B. Perkins, wife of the rep-
resentative trom Rochester, N,
president.

purpose of the club Is to promote ac-

uuaintance among congres.ional women at
the capital and (o provide a geueral meet-

ing place for them.

Anothuer organization with purposes en- |
dad
society to which t!.e daughters of senato s! |
Miss
president and Miss
is
considered as an affillated branch of the

tirely socli) exists in the Archonides,
and members alone are elig.ble,
Lamb of Virginia is
Helen Cannon honorary president. It

(‘ongressional Club.

The Cownlal Dames have alse estab-
lished a Waskington headquariers in the
summer wing of the Arlngton Hot 1 at
A formal
take place after the neces-

Vermont avenue and H street.
opening will
=ary changes are made.

LABOR

&
'

in

J | the modernizing of the river front.
at the Lincoln Temple, 11th and R strects | plan generally has the approval of

| wharf lessees.

Y.. is the
The membership consists cf Many new power launches and pleasure
the wives, sisiers and daughters of sena-
tors and memoers of Congress, amd the|

—%
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The principal interest in labor circles in
tne District in the past vear have been
connection with the Buck Stove and
Range Company’'s injunction against ofii-

The

The ruling of the Court of Appeals that
the Potomace river to the low-water mark
on the Virginia side of the river is the

in the waters of the Potomac,

arrest and punisnment. The Virginia fish-

‘erman will carry the case to the Supreme

Court.
While there was no building of conse-

‘ire zlong the river front during the.

E_w-:tr the old dilapidated icehouses that
wharves were torn down and removed.
On the site of the 9th street icehouse a
;oun-story frame storage building and wor k
-Isl:op for the American lce company was
erected.

The opening of the new bridge across
the Anacostia river was an cvent of the
closing month of the wvear.

The Norfolk and Washington Steamboat
Company placed a contract with the New-
port News Shipbuilding and Dry Deck
Company for the construction of a modern
propeller steamer for service on the route
between this city, Old Point and Norfolk.

An improvement to the river front begun
last year is the bullding of a new whart at
tiie foot of Mh street southwest for the
United States lighthouse service,

During the vear 1908 the improvement
and beautifying of Potomac Park west
of the Raflroad and Highway bridges and
~zbout the tidal basin were continued.
,number of new drives were added
work is now In progress on a bridge
across the inlet from the river to the
tidal basin that will connect the two por-
tions of the park now separated by the
water.

and

yacht clubs have had a prosperous vear,

craft of various kind were added to tihe
local fleets.

‘.__... =
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brigade. The ins'gnia earned in small
arms practice during 1907 and  gervice
medals were presented the 17th of Feb-
ruary. The annua! inspection and mus-
ter was held in March. A camp of in-
struction for the promotion of small arms
practice was maintained on the r'fi
range duri May. June and July. Rifle
teams participated in the competitions
at Camp Perry, Ohio, and Sea Girt. N. J..
and the annual competitions were held
on the loecal range in October. A rifle

-

the
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! property of the District of Columbia was |
{the important legal decision of the vear.
' 1t is held that a citizen of Virginia, stand-
ling on the Virgina shore and fishing with
'a net
| violating the District law and is liable to

is!

the use of the name of the Buck's Stove
and Range Company on the *“‘we don't
patronize” list in the American Federa-
tionist, and the decision rendered Decem-
ber 23 by Justice Wright adjudging the
labor leaders in contempt of court for
alleged violations of the injunction.

The Disirict Commissioners during the | ) ;
i to conduct the proceedings hefore both

yvear sought by mandatory injunction to
prevent the location of the substation of
the Philadelphia, Baltimore and Wash-
ington Railroad Company at I14th and
streets. The court dismissed the
petition and denied the writ, holding that
as the Commissioners had once approved
the site it was beyond their right to at-
tempt tp revoke the approval,

Against Secretary of Interior.

The first mandamus proceeding to be
successful against the Secretary of the
Interior for fourteen vears was issued
by the District Supreme Court in 1908
This writ required the Secretary to re-
store to the reolls of the five civilized
tribes of lndians the names of John L.
Goldsby, Ida Allison and George A. Al-
lison. The case was carried to the United
States Supreme Court and the action of
the District Supreme Court sustained.
Other mandamus proceedings pending
will be governed by this decision, and
About 100 persons will be restored Lo
these rolls. Many other attempls to re-
quire the Secretary to reverse his de-
cislons have failed. ;

Mandamus proceedings against the Dis-
trict Commissioners were filed in a nun-
ber of instances. The writ was granted
on a petition of Sidney Bieber, former
fire marshal of the District, who was
dropped from thie pension roll for failure
to present himself for medical exam na-
tion In accordance withi an act of Con-
gress. The court sustains the contention
of 'Mr. Bielber that he had a vested right

deprived, and ordercd his reinstatement
as u beneficlary of the pension tund.
Pension for Policeman's Widow.
The Commissioners were also reauired
the name of the widow of Policeman
Fletcher. who, after tendering his
nation, died before the authorities
acted on it

The Philadelphia, Baltimore and
mingtgn Railroad Company and the Bal-
timore and Ohio Railread Company each
secured writs of mandamus compell ng

resig-

Jrad

Treasury of the TUnited States {or the
payment of $1,500.000 to cach company.
The Commissioners declin d to certify
that the conditions precedent to the pay-
ment of the money had bheen performed.
The paymenis werk made.

The year 190% has the distinction of
adding to the annals of crianinal jurlspru-
dence the longest and most costly trial
that ever occuried in the District Supreme
Court. resuiting in a victory for the gov-

ernment. Frederick A. Hyde, John A
Benson. Henry P. Dimond and Joost 11
Schneider were called for trvial April 11
last in the famous land fraud case. Dur-
ing the trial 135 witnesses testified, of|
whom 120 had been brought from the
Pacific coast at a cost of about $42,000.

‘The defendants were represented by emi-
nent lawyers from New York, San Fran-
cisco and this eity, while T'n'ted States
Aitorney Daniel W. Baker and Assistant
Attorney Genral A, B, Pugh appeared

| for the governiment.

stoud on the h street and the 14th strect |

Al

GUARD |
& S et ]
I During the year of 1908 the National
Guard of the District of Columbia, ac-
cording to reports of inspecting and other
officers, made marked progress. The
pistol course recommended by the War
Department was adopted for the locil

S

‘and to pay a fine of $1.000.

Land Frauds Trial.

After a bitterly fought legul battle, ex-
tending over twelve weeks, Frederick A.
Hyde and Joost H. Schneider were con-
victed conspiracy to  defraud
United States of vast tracts of its public
domain. Tlhe two other defendants were
acquitted.  Justice Stafford. who presided
at the trial, recently sentenced Hyde to
the penitent'ary for two years and to pay
a4 fine of $10,000, whicli was the maximum
penalty prescribed by the  statute,
Sehnelder, who acted in the transaction
as Hyde's emplove, was sentencad to thie
penitentiary for one year and two months

The case is
the appellata

of

now awaliting review by
tribunals.

The highest fine ever paid in open court
in this District was paid by Edwin M.
Van Dvek Noavember 5 last, when he sat-
isticd the sentence of Lhe law by turning
over to the marshal two fve-thousand-
dollar bills. Van Dyck pleaded guilty to
a technical violation of the statute cover-
ing conspiracy to dufraud the United
States. Victor G. Bloede, indicted with
him, paid a fine of £5.000.

Edward Leon Thompson,
known as “Dr. Leon,” was convicted

otherwise
of

Increasing interest has been shown in| Ma'practice and senterced to the peniten-
matters aguatic and the local bout and |

tic 'y for five years.
Murder in First Degree.

Albert Brown was ccnvicted Mareh 9 of!
murder in the first degree for Killing his |

brother, and expiated his crime on the
gallows June 20

Gaston P. Philip was acquitted June 1
on an indictment charging him with the
murder of IFrank B. Macaboyv, a former
lovil cab driver.

James Arthur Kemp, former chief clerk
of the local police department, was ap-
prehended in New Orleans, L.a., on an in-

dictment eharging him with embezzlement |

of funds belonging to the Distrief gov-
ernment. . When arraigned before Just.ce
Gould Kemp pleaded gu'lty and was sen-
tenced to the peniltentiary for two vears.

Representative - J. Thomas Heflin of
Alabama was indlcted May 11 last for as-
saulting with a danzcrous weapon Louls
Lundy and Thomas McCreery.

Collapse of Building.

The grand jury July 24 returned an in-
dictment charging Thomas H. Pickford,
a contractor and builder of this city, and
Albert 8. Reavis with manslaughter in
connection with the death of Richard
West. West was crushed to death June 9,
wlen a portion of the apartment house

IFort |
from July 26 to Augnst 9, the |
guardsmen participating in coast defense |
Drills and

jall. resigned last spring, and Capt.
[ Thomas H. McKee was selected as his
| successor, Capt. McKee, on taking

{charge of the jail, began to improve the

]:Ju:sticr Wright last July as recelver of

{ tlon of Georgetown.

! stockholders asked the court to appoint
in the pension, of which he could not be!

| opposed the action, ¢ aiming that the com-
. pany was solvent and had assets of about

wil- |

b i o LAWAS
the Commissioners to sign orders on ine |

| vear.

the |

then in course of constructiop collapsed '
at the corner ot 20th and P streets.

Albert M. Ravmond, who fled the juris-
diction after he was convicted several |
vears ago of criminal libel and senlencedi
to the penitentiary for five vears, was ap-
prehended in June last living in St. Louls,
Mo., and was removed to the penitentiary
to serve his sentence. =l

“Ducky” Holmes, otherwise called
Henry L. Schrifogie. was convicted of
murder in the first degree November 19
in connectinon with the death of Mary
Hamilton. The case is pending, awalting |
the disposition of the motion tiled for a
new trial. : -

William Jones, who atiempted to shoot |
Charles Guitean, the assassin of President
Gartield, was indicted for murder in the
second degree December 1S, charged with
the killing of John A. Mc¢Pherson, Octo-
ber 11, 1908, .-

Patent Fraud Trial.
The first irregulaities that have been
discovered in (he United States patent

j office during its history were revealed in |
i the course of the

trial of Ned W, Bar-|
ton, Henry E. Everding and John A. |
Heany., who were called on in Criminal
Court No. 1, November 25, to answer bhe-!
fore Justice Gould and a jury the charge
of  conpspiring to  commit an offense
against the U'nited States by substituting
false records for genuine ones in the
patent office. During the Impaneling of
he jury, Ned W. Barton, a former ex-
aminer in the patent office, pleaded guilty

and was sentenced to the penitentiary
fl)'I' three years, Barton went on tie
witness stand and swore that all the

wrongful changes in the public records
were made by him and the defendant
Everding pursuant to an understanding
between them, and that the defendant
Heany had no knowledge of what they,
or either of them, had done. Tne jury
convicted Everding and acqultted Heany.

The grand Jury during the year re-
turned 314 indictmenis; 34 persons were
convicted.

At the request of Attorney General|
Bonaparte, United States Attorney Baker|
last Adgust instituted, on behalf of the!
United States, condemnation proceedings|
to acquire title to seven squares of ground;
in the District. Five of the sauares lie|
sout hof Pennsylvania avenue between !
14th and 15th streets, and two south of
B street northwest between 2ist and 23d
streets. The latter ground is nceded for
an enlargement of Potomac Park, and an|
appropriation of 270.MH) is available for|
its acquisition. IFor the purchase of the |
five squares as a site for government |
buildings Congress appropriated $2,500,000.,

Chief Justice Clabaugh October 1 ap-|
pointed George Truesdell, George W. F.|
Swartzell and H. Rozler Dulany a com-
mission to assess the value of the prop-|
erty in the five squares. The chief jus-|
tice also selected Isaac E. Shopmaker.l
Thomas M. Harvey and James O'Donnell;
as commissioners to determine the value!
of the two squares to be added to Po-|
tomac Park. Hearings before both com-
missions are now in progress. Attorneys
A. A. Birney, Morgan H. Beach. and]
David D. Caldwel were appointed as-|
sistants to the I'nited States attorneyi

commissions.
New Warden of Jail.
James H. Harris, warden of the District

I men

condition of that institution and took
steps to ameliorate the crowded condi-
tion of the jail. He turned the chapel
and library into dormitories. and therve-
by relieved the congestion materially.
The condition of the jail had been the
ubject of much concern to Justice Wen-
dell P. Stafford during his term on the
criminal bench. During last year he de-
clined to sentence anyv prisoners to that
institution., but Imposed workhouse sen-
tences in such cases. He strongly urged
on the Department of Justice the neces-
sity of betterinzg the jail condition, and
by his efforts succeeded in having a com-
mission appointea to look Into the jail
conditions and Lo examine similar insti-
tutions throughout the country.

The department appointed Justice Staf-
ford. Johin Joy Edson and R. V. La Dow
on the commission. -

Building Association Failure.
William . Ambrose was appointed by

the Flrst Co-operative Building Associa-

When a number of

a receiver the directors of the company

F200.000. The day before a hearing as
to the appointment of a receiver was
had the offlcers of the company succeed-
ed. In having the companyv’'s safe opened
and maae the discovery that the books
of the association were missing and that |
no statement of fits financial condition
could be made. J. Barton Miller, who|
had been the secretaryv-treasurer of the!
association, was deposed and a successor
named.

After the receiver was appointed a rule!
laid on Myr. Miller, who was con-
fined to his home Ly illness, to appear!
in eourt and show cause why the books|
shiould not be returned to the custody of |
the receiver. Miller answered that he|
did not have the books in his pm‘-sm-'siun|
and could not produce them. He invoked

his constitutional prerogative not to ht-.’“

required to testify agalnst himself and;
dec ined to make further explanation on!
:l!n piea that it might tend to incriminate |

Tinil.

While he was s=till in bed a warrant;
was issued from the Police Court for his|
arrest on a charge of destroving the
nooks.  Ball in the sum ot S$10,000 was
furnished and the case isgtill pending.

Conveyances of Land. !
Twelve conveyances of land less than
the number filed withh the recorvder of}
deeds in 197 were placed on record last |
The total number recorded in 1908
was 20,735, The number of papers record- |
ed br menths follows January, 1,495:!
February, 1,388: March, 1,713: April. 1
May 1.922; June, 1.934%; Juy., 1,855;
zust. 1.4571: September, 1.525; October,
2.158; November(
1.80:4

During the

}
vy
L0120

vear 1908 thiere was
praised in the office of the register ot
wills personal property \ arth
94,42, divided into 214 cases, There were
1,2i% accounts handled and 1,124 letters
answered. The number of wills filed for
probate was 57, and there were 300 wit-
nesses examined concerning them.

There were 941 bonds taken and ap-
proved by the courts; 154 applications
for guardianships, and 789 applications for
letters of administration or collection.
The stenographers have executed 7,702
pages of tyvpewrit ng, 7504 of which were
pages in the records. In conducting the
office there were 4530 letlers =ent out
notifving fiduciaries to render account to
the register of wills.

Cupid Not Very Busy.

Notwithistanding the leap vear privilege,
the number of marriaze licenses issued
during the past vear fell 165 short of the
number issued in 1907, Cupid made happy
3,925 couples during the year, as com-
pared with 4,000 the year before.

A shortage 1= also noticeable In the
number of equity proceedings instituted
during tihe vear, only 620 having been
commenced, as against 760 i nthe previous
vear. Elght more persons either took
advantage of the bankruptey law or were
forced into bankruptey by their creditors
last vear than in 1907, the number beng
62, as against 534. The only increase no-
ticeable in the business of the clerk’'s
office in the number of lawsuits tiled;
1.184 declarations were filed this year, as
compared with 1,056 last year.

- THE POLICE COURTS |
o X

During the past year 41,721 e¢ases were
before ‘the two judges of Pdllice Court.
In the United States branch 5928 cases
were recorded, and in the District branch:
23,798 cases.

The total'reéceipts in fines and collater«1
forfeitures totaled $101.11%.39.  This was
a decrease of over & 05X from r@éelpts of
the previous year. The number of cases
also show a slight increase.

The past yvear has been notable in the

=ale

.\u-‘

£4,0531,- |

U'nited States branch for important cases

gffecting affairs in the District and com-
ing. under the United States statutes.
Violations of the pure food and drugs
act and _prosecutiops under recent inter-
state commerce rrovisons affecting
street car traffic in the city have leen
imong them.

‘The Harper Case.

Perhaps the most important case of the
vear was that in which Robert N. llar-
per was accused of violating the pure
food and drug act in the manufacture of
a mislabeled headache remedy and the
a misbranded article involving
the same remedy,

The ftrial was
the first arraignment

of

was
un-

unigque in that it
of a detendant

ler the 1 ar e leg: ases it devel- L _
et e 'gr‘:» 'é:('lp::;e- ’aﬁ‘-".llt"!l::"d fl:e consti- i came up before the District branch of the,

aped.
tutionality of the law.

The trial began before a jury in the
m'ddle of February and continued for
over four weeks. A verdict of guiity
was rendered on two counts of the in-
formation filed.

The course of the trial was marked by
possibly the best expert testimony aviila-
ble in the country as to the relative
merits and the poisonous qualities of the
several drugs in the compound., and

whether or not any of the drugs or cer-|

tain oneg in the remedy possessed dis-
tinet food value. The government phar-
macologists appeared for the prosecution.

At the conclusioy of the taking of testi-
mony the usual motions preparatory 110
carrving the case to the upper courts were
made. These were overruled in the early
part of April. Several days later a fine
of $700 was imposed on the defendant.

Because ‘of a desire to eliminate the
criminal character of the proceedings, in
which the defendant was involved as a
resul: of the seizure of a quantity of his
headache remedy. the flne was paid. The
questions involved in the appeal were left
to be settled in a civil action.

Other Pure Food Cases.
Ll

Following the Harper trial fully twenty
cases of violations of the act have been
filed up to the present time. Wiili but
two exceptlons verdicts of guilty in all
thiese cases have been obtained by As-
sistant United States Attorneys Ralph
Given and James Proctor. A number of
other cases are awaiting trial

Among the alleged offenses of this
character were the manufacture of and
mislabeling old butter, mislabeling min-
eral waters, mislabeling lard. mislabeling
eggs and manufactures of and mislabel-
ing flour.

Practically all cases of milk and cream
adulteration in the District have been
progecuted under the pure food and drugs
act, on the allegation that adulterated
milk or cream is a mislabeling as a pure
dairy product. This particular phase of
the prosecutions under the act is assum-
ing large proportions. About 65 per cent

'of the cases already filed are what are

known as “milk cases.™

In dispusing of several such cases re-
cently Judge Mullowny. sitting in the
I nited States branch of the court, scored
wholesale dealers whbd refused to give a
guarantee of purity of their milk to retail
they supplied. As
thie retailer, compelled to buy adulterated
milk, bore responsibility for seillng poor
milk, adulterated by tnose who supplied
them.

The court announced that if any one
was brought before him caught in the
act of adulterating dairy products the

severest penalty under the law would be
meted out upon couviction.

Few Street Car Cases.

Of interstate commerce cases fully fif-
teen defendants have been arraigned.
Fine ranging from $20 to $ have been im-
posed following convictions,

In each case the accused were motor-
men of the Washington street rallway
lines, and were haled into court for violat-
ing the recent set of rules and regulations
promulgated at the-instance of the inter-
state commerce commission regulat!‘ng
Washington street car traffic. The spedi’ ¢
illegal acts were excessive running and
crossing intersecting tracks at a greater
rate of =peed than permitted by the regu-
lations in question, h : :

“The first case was called for trial in
July last. at which time there seemed to
Dbe a disposition to attack the law by the
defense. Consequent conferences, how-
ever, between attorneys for railways and

prosccuting officers disposed of this
aspect.
Probably the largest number of cases

before the United States branch of the
court have been assan!t cases with lar-
ceny cases n close second.

upon the charge of assault.
have been jmposed

| ten:e
months in the workhouse in default of

| were
| The large majority were fined sums rang-

lrcmm CaAsSes were

a consequence |

| twenty acquittals.

missd the charges.
Status of Practioners.

tering of physicians. The defendant

the recognized physiciap could not
strictly termed p aciicing medicine

Juidge Mullowny's decision excluaed the
treatment practiced by Dr. Arnold or sim-
ilar treatments from these properly com-
ing within the meaning of the regzvlations
and dismis-ed the case.

Of the 250 and more

cases which

court by far the larger number—over two.

{thirds—were vagrancy, disorderly con-
fduct, unlawful assembly and habitual
drunkard cases. Extreme penalties wer:

rare, and imposed upon several oceasions
only where there was no chance of the
accuscd coming within the legal view
respectable citizenship.
in these ecases four
ol

was  about

$30 fine.
Probably 1M cases of concealed weap-

1ons came hefore the conrt and eighty-
inine convictions were recorded. The sen-
itences in these cases were usually six

months in the workhouse in default of a |
( past year has reached about 700, in which
months an exten- !

tiftv-dollar fine.
During the summer
sive lunchroom crusade was started by
the District authorities which gradually
widened Into a general crusade upon filth
and insanitary places where
kept or prepared for sale. The vigor of
the crusade lasted for about two months,
During its existence no less than 125 cases

were brought inte the District branch orf!

the Police Court.

Of the total number arraigned there
not more than twenty acguittals.
ing from $5 to £2. Especially in lunch-
penalties heavy, many
defendants belng fined £25,

allowed by the healthi department ordi-
nances,

The healtli department crusade in-*lmh*d'
lunchrooms. drug stores, meat stanis
grocery stores, dairies, market stands
hotel Kkiti-hens, bake shops and candy
stores. There were a fair number of bar-

ber shops and undertaking establishment
inspections, the great
resilted in convictions and heavy fines.
Liquor Law Violations Few.
Liquor cases were fewer in number than
for three years. But forty-one defend-
ants were arraigned charged with vio-
lating the exclse regulations. Thirty-two
convictions were obtained out of the en-

tire number and heavy sentences imposed,

the averdge being five months in the

workhouse in defauit of $300 fine.

The majority of the defendants In the |
i Hgquor cases were colored men and wom-

en. taken up In various sections of the
city for selling on Sunday.

Defendants arraigned for selling liquor
to minors have been many. Compara-
tively few have been convictions, becauseg
of the recent interpretations of the law
providing that Kknowledge of the age of

, the youth in purchasing the liquor must
| be in possession of the defendant before

a convcetion can be obtained. Out of forty-

five or more cases in the year there have

been no more than a dozen convictions.

Cruelty to animal cases has heen great- |

Iy reduced in the past vear. The serlous
cases number not more than seventy-five,

| in whichi there have been sixty-two con-

victions.

The smoke law and the veterinarian law
have been rigidly enforced, although
there have not been as many cases as in
the previous year. Of smoke law de-
fendants there have been about eighty-five
cases of any consequence, in which con-
victions er forfeltures of collateral werc
obtalned in all. There have been about
thirty-five cases coming under the veteri-
narian law, and where verdicts of guillly
were found heavy sentences were imposed,

Dog Muzzling Troubles.

Cases resulting from the dog muzziing |

order of the District Commissioners were
many, though the greater mapority were
regictered as collateral forfeitures. About
200 cases were disposed of, an dof these
there were not more than eighteen or
iFnes ranging from 51
to $10 were imposed.

The law was vigorously attacked by Dr.
Cecil Frencl, in one of the first cases o

| came up, an dan appeal was taken to
| the
About one- Jillndge Mullowny, however, was afirmed,
third thie defendants arraigned have been| .

Sentences '[
ranging :m,\'wherar ordinances,

higher courts. The conviction ot
and the fine originally imposed duly paid.
In cases under the cocaine and opium

which provide for an abso-

from fifteen days in jail in default Of a | .10 jai] sentence upon conviction, there
nominal fine to eleven months and twenty-| oo " peen about 100 cases before the

nine days,

| cases have resulted In convictions.

Larceny cases have numbered about 125
—less than assault cases.
ratio of convictions has obtained.

Held for Grand Jury.

The number of defendants held for the
action of the grand jury has been large,
compared: with the figures of previous
vears, and number about 4#0. In each
instance the different defendants lLave
been held in bonds ranging from £2)0 to
85,0000,

‘e crhmmes alleged against these 400 or
more defendants, include assault with a
dangerous weapon, embezzlement, forgery,
higamy. arson, rape, seduction, false pre-
tenses, highway robbery and grand lar-
ceny. Among the highway robbery cases
there have heen a2 dozen or more colored
men lield, charged with snatching pocket-
hook=.

Decided increase has been noted in ca-es
of threats and have begn principaliy
where men have menaced their wives or
chiidren with hodily injury. Whisky or
drugs are usually ihe basls of these cases.

omparatively light bonds, ranging from
£l to £300, to keep the peace are re-
quired. Whereever the opportunily pre-
sents irtself and the case is not of vicious
character the defendant is allowed to go
upon his personal recognizance,

Among other offenses have been fish law

1,748, and December, | . iations and violations of the law regu-

lating the =ale of tobacco to minors. In

AP~ 1 {he former sort therc were betwern twen-

ty and twenty-five cases -presented for
consideration last spring and summer,
the defcndants principally from George-
town and that section of the District lving
west g the city along the Potomace river.
Twenty convictions were obtained and
heavy penalties imposed.

There have bheen an unusually small
number of cases where defendaniz were
charged with selling tobacco to minors,
the total belng about sevenieen, of which
fifteen were convictions or formal for-
feltures of collateral.

United States Branch Busy.
The business of the TU'nited States
branch has becn heavy, the summer par-

| ticularly being the busiest for years. The

cause of this increase is attributed to the
steady and gradual growth of the Dis-
trict.

OF cases few in number during the yvear
ate those where gambling, policy playiug,
hand-bookmaking, malicious destruction
of praperty and larceny from the United
Statcs have been charged,

Though the work of the District branch
of court has also been lheavy for the
vear, there have been few important cases
disposed of. The exceptions are a ruling
by Judgs Kimbaill pronouncing the old
bread law of the District unconstitutional,
and a ruling by Judge Mullowny defin ng
the status of perscns treating patients by
a massage or methods akin to it, so far
as medical practice in the District is con-
cerned.

In the first case Geoige Hauf., a baker,
appealed against the provisions of the
broad ordinance which required the bak-
ers of the city to manufacture loaves of
bread at a stated weight fixing a m.ni-
mum. This was brought about by a con-
certed effort cn the part of different bak-
ers to bake smaller loaves at 3 cents each
in order to earn a rcasonable profit be-
cause of the steady rise in the prices of
bakers’ supp ies and labor.

The law was attacked upon the ground
that it was unconstitutional in that it io-
terfered with the right of an Individual
to make a contract. Argum nt ensuel
upon these grounds before Judge Kimball
the early part of last Qctober, and. after
five days of discussion by attorneys rep-
resenting the defendant and the corpora-
tion counsel, the court declared the con-

About the same ‘

| vacancy.

i fenders
| vouthful eulprit away from former bane-

I about his place of business.

Eighty-five per cent of these| ., ¢ jn which eighty-eight convictions
| or forfeitures of heavy collateral were

recorded.

Mr. Potts’
July 14 last after an illness of ten days.

—
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'THE JUVENILE COURT

o

During the year of 188 the Juvenile
Court, presided over by Judge William 1,
DelLacy, disposed of a total of 2,652 cases

with still nearly a hundred pending, both |
The !

in the juvenile and adult charges.
past ,\'ear.of the court has been a most
successful one, because of the salutary of-
fect of punishment meted out to husbands
wio fail to support their wives and chil-
dren after a substantial
term under a suspended sentence to com-
ply with his marital obligations. The
court has also had a most suceessiul year

in its probation system for juvenile of-
and jts tendency to draw the

ful influences. ]

A noteworthy law which went into e’-
fect in the court durlng the past Vear
was the child labor act of May 2N, 1U0X
I"nder this act about tweniy-seven de-
fendants have so far been arraigned and
tritd and in each instance the bencficent
purposes of the law were revealed. 0(
the cases presented for considration of
this character before Judge De Lacy two
were of great importance in defining mer-
chandise In the meaning of the act and
a parent’s duty to his chlld.

The frst was that against Lynn L.
Reider, charged with employing u bovw
under fourteen years of age to deliver

newspapers before 6 o'clock in the morn-y

ing. In this case the child labor law
was viciously attacked by counsel for the
defense, in that it was unrconstitutional

i hocause it created class legislation and

that within the meaning ef the law news-
papers could not be properly called mer-
chandise. Arguments upon the part of
the prosecution and defense were prolong.
ed upon the matter, and the vase was car-
ried over for several days before the
court rendered an opinion, in which the
defendant was acquitted upon the grounds
sel forth by his counsel. _

The other case was that of Anton Ost-
mann, proprietor of a meat stand in one
of the local markets. The de_fundam was
charged in two separate mfurmaum'ls
with employing his two young .--.Lnn'a,‘agud
oloven and thirteen years, respectively,
The preose-
cutlon contended there was a violation ot
ihe law, because of the fact that the boys
were found about the stand on Saturdays
all the vear round, and each time they
were observed by the insprctors they were
found working. With testimony to this
effect the prosecution asserted that a
bona fide case of a violation of the act
was before the court.

i cation
| to carry

VLo S0 oand 4.

of |

The average sen- |

food was |
during a weeh.

majority of which |

3

| record for energetic

probationary !
| snatehing cases which resulted in unusual

THE DISTRICT

tention of the defense good law and die-'

parents have been brought to the atten-

| tion of the court during the year.

‘At the time the” chitld labor law went

i into effect and for fully tive weeks after-
In the second case, the defendant, Dr.

IAlnm. C. Arnold, appeared bhefore Juds‘-‘i
| Mullowny, charged with failing to com-
(Ply with regulations governing the rezis-| 300 and 1.40- permits of tais character
set | were issued at the Juvenile Court.

up the plea that treatment other than!

with the regular appliances and drugs of |
b |
i fourt

 juvenile cases were children charced with

ward the conrt was dally deluged: with
applications of children following one. vo-
or another applyving for permitt
on their work. In all betweer

Number of Juvenile Cases.
OFf the 2600 and more cases heféite tha
by far the larzer number ‘Iin’ the
véandu. The
amounted

and disorderly

of

larceny
nuaber cases respectively
Other offenses
Juvenile d-lfendants were
in which the numher of cases
reached over a hundred were assaulls,
children destitute of suitable homes, n-
corrigihility and throwlng missiles.*

In all of ih* cases presented aboull
rer cent resuited in convictions, and
thiose convicted net more than 25 per
vent weore committed 1o the reforin
=chool. A large balance of the yvouthfu’
cuiprits were placed upon periads of pro
bation ranging anywhere from a few
months to several! vears., and as wards «of

Serjons
upon which
tried and

G
ot

f‘th" vourt, =0 Lo speak. were looked_ after
| and zuided by the ¢fMcient prol

tion staf!
under thwe personal Jdirectlon of Judge De
Lacy.

I the adult cases the nunrber for the
the principal charge was non-support
This particular feature of the c¢ourt has
increased at an enormous rate in the past
thres vears until at the present time s
many as twelve or more cases are heard
Of the six hundred and
more cases of non-support for the year.
a large majority have resulted in con-
viction amd a workhouse senteme: fm-

' posed and suspended -upon cendlitton the

defendant pay those who are dependent
upon him stated sums weﬂkl}' or monthiv

for their maintenance. These amount=
frange from $1.50 to £15 and $1N. The
i officers of the Juvenile Court point 1o

the maximum | tully twenty cases which have resuited

complete domestic harmony as. a pesu't
lof their efforts.
0.‘ - ‘.I
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| WITH THE POLICE- !

RS -

Many things of interest to miembers of
tiie police department have happened dur-
inz the vear.

There has beon no inerease in erime, as
compared with recent yvears, and the de-
partment has heen fortunate in arresting
many violators of the law. Neot a person
charged with homicide, it is stited by the
oolice, escaped.

There was pe-haps the usual! nomber

fol petty thells, a few big robberies and

a number of women were robbed on the
strects, some of them having been as-
saulted. Death claimed several members
of the department during the vear, the
more prominent having been Datectives
J. W. Matting!lv and Thomas . Hartlgan

Lieut. Thomas Anderson was desgnated
to take charge of the Anacostia distriet.
James Arthiu. kKemp, the absconding chief
clerk of the department, who disappeared
n July, 1907, was captured in New Or-
leans, returned and given a sentence of
two vears in the penitentiary. .

Police Force Not Increased.

The question of increasing the police
force was brought to public notice several
times. Representative Coudrey was
among thosc who tock an active interes!

One suggestion was that federal guarda:s
ghould be stationed at the White House
in order to reiease the fortv odd police-
men on duty there and restore them to
street duty. Tt was also suggested that
certain other detailed efficers be relieved
by the appointment of guurds or watch-
men to perform the dutles assigned 10
them. Nothing definite was done. :

Maj. Svyvlvester fuiled in an effort 1o
have badges of hackmen changed each
vear. as is done with dog tags. The
elimination of the gambling fealure at
races was pleasing to the police officlals.
It also meant less work for-the police.
Action taken by the police resulted in a
decided decrease in the number of. ob-
jectionable houses in the viciniiy of tie
new Municipal building. . "

Two policemen were assigned te duty
in connection with the enforcement of
the child labor law. The opening of the
new Unlon station called for the detall of
.additional policemen. The appearance of
taxicabs and the establishment of ad-
ditional stands made additional work.

" Maj. Bvlvester took up the question of
getting a pair. of dogs for use by the
police department, the New York police
having met withh some success with them.,

Acting under dlrections of the super-
intendent of police, the force engaged In
a crusade against nolses. One of -the
fi-st cases taken before the Police Court—

: {that of a man for whistling—was di=-
During ‘the pats year Joseph Y. Potts,q
! for many vears chief clerk of the Police |
| Court, died,- and Francis A. Sebring, tor- |
. merly financial clerk, was appointed to the
death occurred |

missed.

The opening of so many so-called flve-
cent theaters during the year gave the
aepartment considerable additional work.

Black Hand After Chief.
Early in the yvear Maj. Sylvester receiv-

{ed an alleged “'Black Hand" 1¢tter. Polica-

men guarded his house until the scare was
over, -

He has constantly calied attention to the
inadequate number of policemen as the
reason certain sections are not properly
guarded, and has made repealed efforts
to have the force increased.

“Despite its weakness, numerically.”
said the =uperintendent of police vester-
day, “the department maintained its good
and efliclent work
during the vear. The record of arresis
will uggregate more than 32000 for the
twelve months, : o

of pocketbook

“There werc a number

activity on the part of the police, Arrests

i were made in more than one-half of

them.”
Because of numerous complaints made

about children using the'. sireets and
sidewalks on roller skates, effort’' wes
made to put a stop to the practice. RBe-

cause there was no regulation upon the
subject noy much was accompiished. ¢

The rules of the road were.promaHgatid
in pamphlet forig by the polite depert-
ment. The most important change con-
tained in the rules was the changs in Nety
York and Pennsylvania avenueg, the new
regulation declaring edch of themy to Le
one thoroughfare instead of two, as there-
tofore.

The annual insp-ction
of the police department resulted in tie
Wight trophy being won by the rourth
precinct. Thut precinct won it the pre-
ceding yvear. 5 TN

Mai. Svivester was elected president of
the Interneiional Association of “Police
Chiefs for the tengl: successive time,

Casualties Among Police.
Policeman William E. Yelton of the
ninth precinet was killed by being tlirowa
from his horse while riding along Bea-
ning roa.l. -
Three otie:

of the members

L
members of the force were
Injured in a between a patrol
wagon amd sirect car.  They were W, 1.
Buckingham, W. B. Mulhall a’l!d’.i. ‘tﬂ
Esser. L)

Railroad cmployes were hlamed for tie
acecident. The guestion of responslbility
will be detcrmined when suits are heard

---'ﬁ”:—iiuﬁ

in the civil courts. ‘
Question was raised concerning the
speed o ambulances longing to lLos-

pitals. The carporation counsel held they
were not exempl

Under a new’ law the {nterstate com-
meree cominission ook charge of the
prosecutions of streel car compauies for
violating the speed laws.

The police census showed a total popula-

tion of 439,403, of which 97483 wepe

For the defense the attorneys argued! cplored.

that the employment of sons about their
father's place of business was not a vig-
la.jon of the law as to either its intent
or meaning, and particularly so when
neither of the boys received wages for
their work. and were about the meat
stand at the instance of the father to
learn the business. The court dismissed
the case, giving as his reason that a
fu. her has a perfect right to train his
child as a successor to his business, and
to bring him under such influences which
would give him proper business instincts,

At the present time there are 362 chil-
dren convicted of minor offenses at lib-
erty as wards of the court and always
under the excellent influences of the pro-
bation officers.

But six cases of children who wepe
destitute of proper parental care¢ or unfit

War was made on dealers who had a
certain meilie of candy slot machines em-
bodying an element of chance. - Tae fight
resulted in convictions and forfeiture of
FecOognizalces. )

Early in February Representative Bims
took occasion to refer to the numerous
cases of pocketbook snatcehing, describlng
the conditions as a “‘reign of terror.”” His
speech was folowed by Senator Allison
asking for more poiicemen for the Dis-
trict. Shortly afterward Maj. Sylvester

took occdsion to praise the members of his

command. > 3 3

There was a proposition made to amend
the pension law relating t6 members of
the police.” When favorable "ggtion had
been taken an effort was made 1o drop
the names of several pensioners from ‘the
rolls. A coutest was made In the courts.



